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Definition:
Farming God�s Way is a method of Farming that

produces crops that give God glory, and bring sustainable profitability 
for an inheritance for future generations.

The African continent has the most natural resources of all the world�s 
continents. It has vast mineral, precious metal and oil reserves, excellent 
agricultural potential, wonderful people, plenty of water and riverine systems 
and a wildlife biodiversity which has the potential to become a booming tourist 
industry.

In contrast to her potential, Africa is also the most poverty stricken, with 
extremely low standards of living, famines, high levels of undernourishment, 
shocking infant mortality rates, disease, wars, dependency, poor education, 
deforestation, corruption and high inflation as hallmarks of what the continent 
represents.

Poor subsistence farmers account for more than 85% of the population of the 
continent, who are living undernourished and degraded lives. The current yields 
of these farmers are well below their family�s requirements, which, in turn 
necessitates the importation of millions of tons of grain every year.

Farming God�s Way is an amazing Godly solution to the food security and 
poverty crisis for the rural poor. It has a proven track record of success since 
1984, where Brian Oldreive first pioneered these practises on Hinton estate in 
Zimbabwe on a large scale commercial farm, eventually cropping 3,500 
hectares. Since these small beginnings Farming God's Way has spread into 
many countries, being used by churches, missionaries and NGO�s in order to
create the critical mass of effectiveness needed to roll out Farming God�s Way 
across the continent. 

Farming God�s Way is not just a technology but a well balanced biblical, 
management and technological solution for the agricultural domain, to equip the 
poor to come out of poverty, with what God has put in their hands, and to reveal 
the fullness of His promised abundant life.

The Word of God says �My people perish because of a lack of knowledge.� We 
must acknowledge the importance of teaching the poor faithfulness in the 
agricultural domain before the rest of the continent�s potential can be revealed.
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Chapter 1: The Need

a) Boni Story (slash and burn agriculture)

b) Hunger & Poverty � African Food Statistics
21 Mill tons grain imports
3 mill tons of food aid
Social Devastation

c) Yield 
Sub-Saharan Ave 350kg/hectare
Most areas under a ton
Food requirement - 450 kg/person/annum 
i.e. 1,200�1,500 kg/family/year

d) Soil Erosion
Ave soil loss per hectare 30,000kg
Africa�s largest export
Zimbabwe would fill 2 goods trains around the earth/annum
Shire� Fish river all the same
Shortfall of 30,000kg compared to 300kg yield
Sheets to gullies
Fertiliser loss thru erosion amounts to millions

e) Labour
Farmers have poor self image
Looked down upon in society
Urbanization trend

f) Capital
African begging bowl
Requirement for Tractors � breakdown & never repaired
Fertilizer costs
Seed costs
Inputs are incredibly expensive

g) Standards
Poor � due to lack of knowledge
e.g. Weed control especially post harvest

Seeding rates
Fertilization
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Chapter 2: God�s Solution to Redeeming the Land

NO technology will be able to break the curse of poverty over the continent
Farming God�s Way � both Word & deed

God�s Solutions to the �but why?�

a) Acknowledge Him
There is only one true God and we come to Him through His Son Jesus Christ 
who died on a cross for us to have the free gift of eternal life. We are now no 
longer of this world�s system and traditions but we have been adopted into His 
family and we have the privilege of knowing God as our Father

We have to come back to worshipping God and God alone in all areas of our 
lives, not just at our Sunday church services. God is not mocked.

� Proverbs 3:5,6 �Trust in the LORD with all your heart and do 
not lean on your own understanding. In all your ways 
acknowledge Him, and He will make your paths straight.�

� Genesis 1:29,28,14 I have given you �
� Genesis 2:15 The LORD God took the man and put him in the 

garden of Eden to work it and keep it. 
� Hosea 2:8-9 You did not know that it was I �
� Isaiah 40:21-28 Do you not know? Do you not hear? Has it 

not been told you from the beginning? Have you not 
understood from the foundations of the earth? It is He �

� Amos 4
� Deuteronomy 6:13-15 (Law) & Deut 7:12-16 (Promise)
� Deuteronomy 8:18-20
� 2 Chronicles 7:14 If my people who are called by my name 

humble themselves, and pray and seek my face and turn from 
their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven and will 
forgive their sin and heal their land.

b) Restore the Temple
In our efforts to find the godly solutions to difficult questions like the abject 
poverty around us, we begin by considering our ways for we are the temple of 
the living God. The temples of our lives are in ruins because we have been 
serving our own selfish ambitions and futile ways and not walking in God�s 
ways. 
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We may not be able to change our nation but we can each change our own lives 
and influence the lives of our families and communities, which collectively can 
make a significant difference

� Haggai 1:4-11 Consider your ways � my temple lies desolate
� 2 Corinthians 6:16-18 For we are the temple of the living 

God; as God said, "I will make my dwelling among them and 
walk among them, and I will be their God, and they shall be 
my people�. 

� 1Corinthians 3:16 Do you not know that you are God's temple 
and that God's Spirit dwells in you? 

� 1Peter 2:5 you yourselves like living stones are being built up 
as a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual 
sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.

c) Bring in the Tithes & Offerings
Considering God�s character, power and resources, how can it be possible to 
steal from Him? According to the scriptures in Malachi 3 it is possible to rob 
God through our tithes and offerings.

The tithe, although implemented by giving to the church or wherever ones 
leading is to give, is actually a giving back to God. God really doesn�t need our 
increase or wealth, but it shows Him where our hearts lie as we acknowledge 
Him first in our giving.

Giving to the Lord brings Him honour and acknowledges Him in a way we 
can�t understand. Giving to the Lord forces us to consider a cause outside of 
ourselves and begins the journey into selflessness where we put His Kingdom 
before our own selfish end.

� Malachi 3 � Will a man rob God? Yet you are robbing me, in 
your tithes & offerings.

� Promises � Blessing, He will rebuke the devourer & all 
nations will call us blessed.

� Dream of communities providing for pastors, widows & 
orphans, hungry.

� Dream of profits & overflowing storehouses for education & 
primary health care.

6

d)  Sowing Bountifully & with Joy
Africa is known as the begging bowl of the world, however God can turn that 
around so that the begging bowl is transformed into a bread basket.

God�s way is that people should develop according to His principles, where He 
rewards based on sowing and reaping, on stewardship and being faithful with 
what you have been entrusted with.

We need to give in order to receive. 

In farming there is no greater example of this principle where we continually 
need to be giving and sowing in order to reap a harvest. We need to sow our 
seed, fertilizer and other inputs, labour, time, management and capital if we are 
to receive a harvest.  

The transition from a receiving to a giving mentality has far reaching effects.

� 2 Corinthians 9:6 The point is this: whoever sows sparingly 
will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows bountifully will 
also reap bountifully. Each one must give as he has made up 
his mind, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a 
cheerful giver.

� Luke 6:38 give, and it will be given to you. Good measure, 
pressed down, shaken together, running over, will be put into 
your lap. For with the measure you use it will be measured 
back to you.

� 2 Thessalonians 3:10 If anyone is not willing to work, let him 
not eat. 

� Proverbs 28:19 Whoever works his land will have plenty of 
bread, but he who follows worthless pursuits will have plenty 
of poverty

e) All Sufficiency
The dependency syndrome has been created over many years of handouts and 
expectations and yet the demand seems to increase yearly. There is absolutely 
no way that Africa will realize its potential, unless Africans do.

Isaiah 58 reminds us that we should be fulfilling the true fast, to loosen, remove 
and break the yoke. One of the buckles of the yoke of poverty is the 
dependency syndrome. 

Since the beginning of man�s creation, he has always tried to be self sufficient, 
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doing things his own way, relying on his own wisdom rather than following the 
Lord�s wisdom. This has led to his downfall in so many ways.

God gave man everything he needed to live a full and prosperous life. 

In Farming God's Way we do not advocate self sufficiency or sustainability, but 
rather embrace God�s all sufficiency which leads us to make a profit. He is our 
source of everything and in Him we find increase.

Breakthrough comes as we repent for depending on man, including ourselves, 
lay aside our pride, humble ourselves and acknowledge that He truly is the 
source of everything we need.

� �let the weak say I am strong, let the poor say I am rich�
� 2 Corinthians 9:8-10�so that having all sufficiency in all 

things at all times, you may abound in every good work. 
� Land -1 Corinthians 10:26 ; Leviticus 25:23
� Health & Self image
� Time
� Management � the story of the talents
� Seed
� Manure
� Hoe
� God gives � Rain & increase

f) Spiritual Warfare
God is for us not against us and He desires for our farms to be blessed. Take 
back the ground that is under enemy territory.

� Three enemies � World system, flesh & satan & his demons
� Source of Authority � Matthew 28:18 And Jesus came and 

said to them, "All authority in heaven and on earth has been 
given to me. 

� Ephesians 6:12 For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, 
but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the 
cosmic powers over this present darkness, against the spiritual 
forces of evil in the heavenly places. 

� Repent for the worship & acknowledge of other god�s.
� Pray over the land & ask for His redemption & blessing.
� Worship & delight in Him while you work.
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Chapter 3: History of Farming God�s Way

Farming God�s Way has been developed, & implemented for over twenty eight
years on large commercial farms, by Brian Oldreive on Hinton Estate, in 
Zimbabwe. The decision to implement the Farming God�s Way practices 
originated as a result of the need to correct decreasing yields, increasing input 
costs, largescale sheet erosion & a precarious financial situation. Farming God�s 
Way was developed for large scale farming operations & thereafter adapted for 
the small scale farmers, so that they too, could benefit from the outstanding 
results obtained. 

Brian Oldreive became manager of Hinton Estate, near Bindura in the North 
East of Zimbabwe, in October 1982. At that time, Hinton Estate was in a 
precarious financial situation & crop yields were erratic & on a downward 
trend. His research was prompted by his observation of tremendous soil & water 
loss through erosion of the finely grained soils. He asked God to teach him how 
to overcome the difficulties he was encountering & so the discovery of Farming 
God�s Way began. God began to speak to Him about how He manages the 
creation, where He never tills the soil & where He never destroys or inverts the 
decaying plant material on the surface. God also spoke clearly of the 
stewardship & excellence farmers are called to adopt, by caring for & managing 
the land, in a way that would ensure that farmlands could be passed as an 
inheritance from one generation to another & to bring glory to God.

The implementation of Farming God's Way was done on 2 ha at first & then 
gradually increased to include the whole farm. The secret of the gradual 
implementation was to ensure that every effort was made to do Farming God�s 
Way to excellence. Within a short time period, crop yields & profitability 
improved so dramatically, that Hinton Estate was able to expand by buying 
adjoining farms, from 1200 ha to 3500 ha. Most of the area was double cropped, 
in rotations, for the 18 year duration of Brian�s management, with a vast array 
of crops including maize, wheat, soyabeans, groundnuts, cotton, sorghum, 
sunflowers, wheat, sugar cane, coffee, vegetables, pecan nuts & macadamian 
nuts.

As a result of Farming God's Way, Hinton Estate received several achievement 
awards including: maize grower of the year, wheat grower of the year, as well 
as being a member of the elite Ten Ton Club for maize yields in excess of 10 
tons/ha (best 13 t/ha). Brian was also invited to speak internationally at 
conservation tillage conferences
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The success on Hinton Estate soon enhanced the dire contrast to the poverty of 
adjoining communal farmers. Adjoining lands were under conventional tillage, 
with sheet & gully erosion being the norm & yields which were consistently 
poor & erratic. God began to fuel the deep desire in Brian�s heart, to transfer 
Farming God�s Way practices to the rural peasant farmers throughout Africa.

I have been working closely with Brian for many years now & have had the 
privilege of taking Farming God's Way into 6 Nations, namely Kenya, 
Zimbabwe, Zambia, Malawi, Mozambique & South Africa. I have been 
working through local churches as I believe that the church is the vehicle that 
God has chosen to bring about His release from the yoke of oppression & 
poverty. We are seeing the poor respond positively to Farming God's Way & in 
many cases have seen the yoke of poverty broken off lives.

Farming God�s Way is about bringing agricultural practises back into the way 
that God designed so that we can be those who would fulfil his commissioning 
to �care for & work the garden� in such a way that it would be restored as an 
precious inheritance for future generations.

Jesus said : �I do what I see my Father do�
I say what I hear my Father say �.�

Does this apply to Farming?

The Father created all things & is the best farmer in the universe � He knows 
what is best for His creation & we just have to, like Jesus did, do what he does.
Bringing all things back to God.
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Chapter 4: Implementation - Step by Step Procedure

a) Tools Required
� Hoes
� Measuring Cups
� Measuring sticks
� String & bottle tops
� Fertiliser or Manure
� Seed

b) Land Preparation
� Do not plough
� Do not burn
� Stump & clear
� Keep weed free
� Rows on contour
� Hole out @ 60*75 cm
� Holes � hoe width � 8cm deep � soil goes down slope side
� Holes � 15cm deep with manure, compost & anthill soil
� Complete land preparation by end October in Summer rainfall 

areas
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c) Liming
� Based on soil analysis
� place 5ml teaspoon evenly across base of hole

d) Fertilisation
� Based on yield targets & resources
� Ensure fertilizer or manure is available by end October to 

apply before rains
� For >7 ton target 12ml cup DAP 
� place evenly across bottom base of hole
� Or tin of manure, compost, anthill soil
� cover slightly till required seed planting depth remains
� wait till decent rains � see below

e) Planting
� After good rains ideally 15th -25th November
� Soon after rains � within 2 days
� 3/hole ultimately thinned to 2/hole  - 44,000 plants/ha
� In straight line across the row
� Planting depth - matchbox length maize; matchbox width 

soyas; matchbox thickness wheat
� Cover carefully level to the surrounding soil surface
� No blanket inside the soil used for covering due to air cavities 
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but cover the entire surface of the field with God�s blanket

� Suggested planting dates for maize, sorghum, cotton & 
groundnuts for Southern Hemisphere summer rainfall areas

Total amount of Rainfall received Planting date
100 mm 1st week November
85 mm 2nd week November
75 mm 3rd week November
50 mm 4th week November
30 mm 1st week December

� Sunflowers & soyabeans should be planted later but by mid 
December latest for Southern Hemisphere.

f) Weed Control
� Get them when they are small - 1 inch 7 days vs 1 ft 14 days
� Weed cycle 10 days, this gives several rest days vs never 

catching up
� Weed free throughout
� Hoe just at surface � cut off roots � except for creeping 

grasses which to effectively eradicate must be dug & carried 
out of fields or be sprayed.

g) Thinning
� Thin to an average of 2 plants/hole
� Thin weakest plant or middle plant if 3 emerge
� Leave 3 in the hole where 1 emerges on the previous hole so 

there are an average of 2/hole. 

h) Top Dress Fertilizer
� 1 @ 2-3 weeks & under 30cm tall � aiming for 7 tons per 

hectare � 8ml spoon 7cm from stem base on upside
� 2 @ before tassling � aiming for 7 tons per hectare � 5ml cup

10cm from stem base on upside

i) Pre Harvest Weed Control
� As the leaves start dying back light penetrates through the 

canopy causing a late flush of weeds
� Do one last weeding at this stage to keep your lands weed free
� This years weeds cause next years crop failures












